
CITY OF MURFREESBORO 

HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION 

 
Regular Meeting November 18, 2025 

3:30 PM, Council Chambers, City Hall 

 

I. Call to Order and Determination of a quorum 

 

II. Public Comments 

 

III. Approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting on August 19, 2025 

 

IV. New Business 

 

a. H-25-016: 746 East Main Street- Michael Chavis representing Jonathan 

Harmon. - Requesting review for a structural project to repair roofing issues 

and architectural details for an existing single-family residence. 

 

V.  Staff Reports and Other Business 

 

a. Approve the proposed 2026 Historic Zoning Commission calendar. 

 

b. Commissioners review and prepare for discussion of HZC guidelines for 

alterations, additions and demolitions and Q&A with Assistant City Attorney 

 

Administrative approvals 

 

c. H-25-015: 933 East Main- Anna Stewart – Administrative approval to 

replacing roofing with like shingles. 

 

VI. Adjourn 





The applicant Mike Chavis with The Chavis Construct, LLC representing the 

owner Jonathan Harmon, is requesting a review for windows and siding 

replacement. 

1. Replace existing wood dormers with 7” James Hardie lap siding. 

2. Replace existing wood dormer trim with red grandis wood. 

3. Replacement of arched front and side dormer wood windows with true 

divided light sashes with Pella Reserve, wood windows with simulated 

divided light sashes to match existing windows.  

4. The lower rectangular window units on the front gables and the sides 

windows with Window World windows. They would be vinyl frames 

with fixed glass and simulated divided lights arranged to match the 

existing windows. 

 

Photographs of the home as it exists today,  proposed associated project 

information, photos of the areas of work are included in the agenda.   

The applicant will be in attendance at the meeting in order to answer any 

questions the Commission may have regarding the request. 





































































Questions & Answers 
 

1. Question: What is the purpose of 
Historic Zoning? 
Answer: Historic Zoning is the process by 
which a community recognizes specific 
districts as being especially significant in its 
architectural, historical, and cultural life. 
Historic Zoning is a positive measure that 
seeks to advocate the community’s special 
interest in particularly significant zones while 
at the same time working with property owners 
to protect their rights and assist in improving 
their personal and financial investment in their 
property. 

2. Question: What is the difference 
between the National Register 
Historic District and the local historic 
zone (H-1)? 
Answer: The National Register Historic 
District designation is awarded by the U.S. 
Department of Interior. Although this status is 
very prestigious, it comes with no special 
protections. 

The local East Main Historic District (H-1) is 
Murfreesboro’s special zoning District which 
offers special protections for historically 
significant properties with Historic District 
guidelines and the Historic Zoning 
Commission’s guidance. 

3. Question: What is a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA)? 
Answer: A Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) is an approval that enables a property 
owner to make exterior changes to a property 
located in the East Main Street Historic 
District (H-1). A COA must be granted 
administratively or by the Historic Zoning 
Commission (HZC) before obtaining a 
building permit and commencing work. 

 

   

4. Question: What do I need to do to 
obtain a COA? 
Answer: 

1.) Contact the HZC’s Planning Department 
Representative to discuss the project and set 
up a meeting. 

2.) Submit a completed COA application for 
review. All applications must include 
documentation that clearly illustrates the 
current and proposed exterior appearance of 
the project area(s). 

3.) Historic Zoning Commission or 
Administrative Approval 

 

5. Question: What is the Historic 
Zoning Commission and who is on it? 
Answer: The Historic Zoning Commission 
(HZC) was created to maintain the beauty and 
integrity of the East Main Street Historic 
District. The commission is a city board made 
up of nine (9) members consisting of 
preservation specialists, historians, architects, 
a member of the Planning Commission and 
ordinary citizens. Before anyone can demolish 
or make exterior modifications to a home or 
building in the East Main Historic (H-1), the 
applicant must apply to the Historic Zoning 
Commission for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA). The commission will 
assess the proposed change for compliance 
with the standards established in the zone’s 
Guidelines for Alterations, Demolitions 
and Removals. Emphasis is placed on 
preserving street facades of historic structures. 
The COA requirement applies not only to 
homeowners but to businesses and 
government entities in the H-1 District as well. 

 

 

   

6. Question: What are some 
activities that would and would not 
require a COA? 

Answer: 

Activities that would require a COA from the 
Historical Zoning Commission: 
 
-Exterior alterations such as additions, 
changes in siding material, style of windows, 
doors or architectural features 
-Erection of new yard fences 
-Erection of new buildings 
-Construction of parking lots and garages 
-Replacement of outbuildings 
-Demolition or removal of all or part of a 
structure 
 
 
Activities that would require an 
Administrative Approval for a COA: 
 
-Replacement of storm windows and doors 
with same materials 
-Installation of exterior mechanical 
equipment 
-Replacement of existing fences, roofs, 
siding, porch railings and architectural 
features such as columns with same materials 
-Replacement of exterior steps and stairs 
with same materials 
 
 
Activities that would not require a COA: 
 
-Interior modifications of any kind 
-Repainting (no painting of brick unless it is 
already painted) 
-Landscaping, including gardens, shrubs and 
trees 
-Repairs to walks, driveways, fences and 
patios 
-Other routine repairs and maintenance 
 
 

 






